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VA ILLIAM BAKER was [pry Þ in the year 1716, F 
in the pariſh of Boldre, near Lymington, in 
Hampſhire, His father dying when he was two years 
old, left him and a fiſter to the care of his widow; 
who by taking in waſhing, mairitained her two child- 
ren without any relief from the prion theſe me 
| uch induſtry would exceed belief, | 
At ſeven years of age young Baker 3 hit life 
of labour, which he continued through the ſpace of 
 feventy years afterwards. He worked firſt for a penny 
a day in the vicarage- garden; but ſoon thought him- 
| elf equal to more profitable labour. | He uſed to ſay, put 
| * he always conſidered himſelf as à poor friendleſs lad; fay, 
and from the beginning depended only on himſelf. 12 
In the mean time his mother grew old; and infirm. 1 + 1 
Her legs ſwelled, and ſhe could no longer ſtand. at her | indy 
wah. tub. But nothing hurt her like the thoughts. of e 2 
ing to the poor-houſe, or living on alms. work 
Her ſon was now about eighteen. He was healthy be e; 
and ſtrong ; and afſured his mother, that while he at a f 
was able to work for her, ſhe ſhould be obliged to | a pie 
nobody. He took a little cottage therefore on the edge ¶ hic 
of the foreſt; carried her to it; and got into the ſer- ¶ was {; 
. vice of a farmer i in the neighbourhood, 2s a. day-la- 
bourer. His mother lived nine years after this; du- 
ing which time he maintained her with great cheer- 
Sulnebs, and kindneſs: oy had ſhe ever 2 81 


0 marrying. 


1 
i 


ITT > 


any other perſon, : He denied himſelf every little in- 

dulgence, which young ſetlows of- that age often take, 

that he might maintain his mother. We do not often ö 

ſee ſuch an inſtance of goodneſs in a poor lad. It 

marked his character as ſomething uncommon, Ii: 

| might, if he had my {ous had her reh oy 
the pariſh, ' | ; 


About the time of his 8 dat he 8 


on for a wife; and no objection being made, he mar- 


ried her, and brought her to his cottage. Joanna had 
| lived under a careſul mother, juſt in the way in Which 


he himſelf had always lived; and with the ſame no- 
tions of induftry and frugality. She entered therefore 


into all her huſband's intentions: What he gained, ſhe. 


put to the beſt uſe. e both pulled the rope, he uſed 16 


ſay, by the ſame end; and ſo aue compaſſed many things, ms 
they cannot do, who pull it at different ends. 


In the mean time, his family eee FE his 
induſtry increaſed with it, He now never worked by 
the day, if he could help itz but took the hardeſt za/6- 
work he could get, by which the moſt money was to 
be earned. And that he might ver be idle, he took, 


at a ſmall rent, of Mrs. John Burrard, of Lymington, 


a piece of rough ground, about nine or ten acres, on. 


which he might employ his leiſure. Many a time be 


was ſeen working in it before ſun - riſe; and if his day's: 


work had not been hard, in an evening by moon: light. 


In a ſe years he made it worth much more, than When 
he 2 525 it 3 and he found. it of 5m let to his Pe" 


At a little: diſtance from him, under 
the hill, lived a labourer of the name of Brooks, His 


daughter Joanna was the perſon whom Baker fixed - 


21 


| 1 ö ) 
in furniſhing him ſometimes with a crop of potatoes 
or "7 ittle-corn——or a few loads of hay; which en- 
abled him to keep two or three cows, and as many 
ſoreſt· colts— Some years after; his good land- lady 
died; and this piece of land fell into / the Hands of 
Mr. Brailsfield, of Kentiſh-town; who finding it was 
tenanted by a man, who had taken ſo much; [Pains to 
| improve, it, promiſed neither to raiſe his rent, nor to 
take it from him; which I mention to his honour. 
Thus a kind of providence bleſſed all Baker's deſigtis; 
and he was richer, than many a man who is born to 
thouſands. There are:few men, who may not live 
| comfortably, if they live according to their flation e and 
if they do nat, the higheſt Nations will not ſecure them 
' Irom difficulties, I have often heard Baker ſay, he 
never knew. what want was: but then he never re- 
laxed his uſual frugality. When wheat was dear, to 
make all ends meet, he lived on barley ; and when . 
could not with convenience compaſs a buſhel of malt, 
1 he contented himſelf with milk, or Water. 


* 


! 

4 

6 

b He had now five children, who were a conſtant : 
1 Ee upon all his induſtry, and frugality. But he had F 
] other claims. He had been kind to his ſiſter, tho? her : 
behaviour did not entirely pleaſe him: and he was now P 
called on from a quarter, he did not expect. His wife's * 
| father, grown old, applied to him for aſſiſtance. Of I 
mn 


| this man/ he-neyer had a high opinion; but for his 

| mother-in-law. he had always the greateſt oſteem. She 
dat as prod a avoman; he uſed to ſay, 6 as his du,? and le 

. | aul net ſay more for any avoman ox earth. However, who? 10 
* he could not pretend, wich the incumbrance of ſo 

| Logs: a family, to maiptairi\them entirely, he agreed 

' with 1 the ol the Nun. chat if 1 


A 


9 ( (3F)) 1 
4 W a ſhilling MON he would do the reſt, Ac 


-»Eordingly he built them a little cottage 3 and was as 
kind to them as he could. Soon after, on the old man's 
death, he took his mgther-ih-law into his houſe, and 

kept her till ſhe died; tho” ſhe lived till ſhe was up- 
Wards of ninety} and was blind many years, | 

About theirime, that his children were pretty well 


grom up, a fortunate ęireumſtance happened. He re- 


4 ceiyed a legacy of. ſeventy pounds, and a clock. This 
5 45 money dame very happily to ſettle ſome of his child - 
28 tren. They Sad it all, he ſaid, among them : he newer had 
25 ; 'ebelly-fall of meat out of *it bingelf. The clock alone he 
dr _ tkeptiiph block was: the only piece of furniture he ever 
wick coveted ; and he always intended, if it ſhould be in 
* his power, to have purchaſed one: tho it is probable, 
* | if à clock had not been thus thrown in his way, he 
0 would always have found, ſomething more uſeſul for | 
he the amployment of his maney. 1 oi pt 2, * 
lt, Nor Was che kind only to his relations, as he got | 
HH Aorwardinthe world, hd was very friendly among his 
ant iedghbours ; and Jent. ach & little ſum to aſſiſt them 
dad i cheir diftreſſes. Bu as be was @ very ſhre wd, intel 
her | Aigerrt many he/tent-onlywhete he fawchismoney:could | 
3 | be of.-iſe to the ſpendttltrift he would lend nothing: 
r nor toattν¹ man, Who. frequented: an ale-houſe,, \So | 
of | gudicipus Was he in theſgllonns) that althot he helped 
his many a man out of difficulty; 1 have heard him fay, 
le henever ton; farthirig by lending money in his lifes | 
ud bY Ofidrvindert he feceivedthe'worth of what he had; | 
=o lea, za little, com, pig a cal f, br ſamething that 
of , wasmers/convenient. for the Wag yr to 1755 Runs | 
rern eee blow £5100; , SR Pes froboe as | 
v 
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' was now advancing into years, and his good, 
Wl L began to feel thè effects of age more than he 
did. Her ailment was à mere decay of nature: but 
me was ſo entirely weakened; that ſhe could do no- 


the houſe to attend her near ſeven years, in which the 


#0 every body than herjelf. In the year 1776 ſhe died; and 


left him greatly afflicted for the loſs of a faithful friend, 
who had followed cloſe by his fide, through all his la- 


|| borious life, for the ſpace of forty years. I have ſeen 


bim ſpeak of her with tears in his eyes, and den | 


in all he ſaid, at the age of eighty.  : iÞ» 5985 
He had now the world, in a manner, to begin again. 
| Nis children were all married; 'or diſperſed : and he 
had nobody with him, on whoſe arm he could lean in 
4. ſcending the hill. He thought the wiſeſt thing he 


could do, was to draw his little matters into as ſmall a 


compaſs as he could; and rid himſelf, as much as pol- 
able, of the cares of the world. Accordingly he ſold 
| his cows, and horſes, and a little tenement or two, 


| which he had purchaſed; and brought one hundred 


and ten pounds to a friend to: put to ſome uſe. For 
I catmtizow, ſaid he, ' work myſelf, I mut. make my 
i money, as he phraſed it, avHt for me. His friend made 
dim underſtand, as well as he cbuld, what was meant 
by the funds; and adviſed! him to put! his money 
| into conſolidated annuities for twenty-eight years from 


| January 1780. As this tranſaction was inf the year 
| 2782, When the funds were low, he was made 


| to underſtand, that the intereſt would be conſiderable 
| | (about eight pounds a weib. but that t he whole would 


| thing for herſelf, Her huſband kired a woman into 


continued in this helpleſs ſtate,” Every thing he could 
do, he did for a woman, wh, he ſaid, had been kinder 


2uld 


ox, * 


6 


| py bot, if he ſhould live twenty- fix years, However, 
as he did not look forward to that time, he took his 
friend's advice. Belides this property, he had two or 
three other little fums put out to intereſt in private 
hands; and a little tenement, which he reſerved for 
' himſelf to live in; with two or three patches of 


ground, which lay near him, and ſerved to employ him. 
He had a good opinion of the charitable ſocieties, 


 or'elubs, as they are called, in the ſeveral pariſhes around 
him; but he thought them uſeful chiefly to thoſe, whe 


could not depend upon themſelves. If young fellows 


could depend on themſelves, and lay the ſame money 
by, without breaking into it, he thought it might ge- 


nerally be more uſeful to them, Four-pence a week 
would amount to neara pound in the year. At harveſt 


ſome little matter might be added to it. Andif this prac-. 
tice were begun early in life, in a few years, it might 92 
amount to a comfortable fapport in ſickneſs, or old age. 


But few young e fellows, he ſaid, looked ' forward to thoſe times. 


They newer . of more ths of Irving from hand to mouth. 


His manner of ſpending histime, was ſomewhat |, 


different from what it uſed to be. He worked only a 


little, every morning, in his grounds; or in his garden: 1 | 
ori in procuring fuel. The reſt of his time he ſpenti: im 
| reading: and ih devotion. He h adalways been a ſerious 


3 7-0. 


man; ;but a a buſy life had riever Due himmuch time 


foranythinigbutduliicls, He had) now gotten above the 0 
World had his time much to himſelf—and ſpent ; VS. 


great part of it in readin ing the bible, which was the 


only book he did read. He had the uſe of his eyes to | 
che laſt; and generally, though by himſelf, read out; 
1 he thought. wade the more cen on his 4 


bl 
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memory. | Oftener than dnce, 261 have approached 
"his lonely cottage, | 1 have thought 1 heard voices: hut 
| when! 92875 the old man was fitting alone, \ with 
Bis bible before him. He had as ſtrong natural parts, 
as] almoſt ever met with; and eafily underſtood, not 
- only the general n meaning, 1 intention vol the off pel; 
but many of the molt difficult paſſages i in 171 What 
our Saviour ſaid, he: thought, Was very eaſy ; and 

2 very good book: of prayers, in. bis pbrife, fg at ir 
tent ard purpoſes, tis pte ty is H K 5 

As he grew more, and more ib fi riends 
thought it comfortlels for. him to live entirely by him- 


ſelf; and endeavoured to \perſuadel him to get ſome good | 


old woman to live with him ; who might take e care of 

his houſe, and likewiſe, of "vim, af any t t 1 ſhould 
| ail him, Se, faid he 5 4 Lcquld g get Hen, good ol, old WIMAn : 
"bat here. is foe to be font; 7 He had tried | the experi- 
ment, he faid ; but had 10 , Encouragement t to try it 


Again. People would not, he added, hve now, as he 


; Iived. Perhaps he had bad luck & in his choice; but he 


found, that a woman, now would ſpend as, much i in 
Þ Junketting i in one . day, a as would ſerve bim for two. 
ö "Then, he ſaid, there was fi kuch e conſtant goſipping, a and 
__ noiſe in his houſe, that he could never; have h his time at 
His own. diſpoſal, In hort 1 was obliged to live as 
70 they choſe, not as be ch hoſe himſelf, Th n fetching a 


* deep figh, he woule Tay, "Hir god Neem 
- for living with any other auqman. . 
It was then propoſed t 


be ot 0 1160 2 
7 his daughters, wag Was, mar rigd. in 2, . 


480 


man as h = ee to 'one, or another 


x 


him to, live with ane of 


— 


He could og ap his bww ehe, follow his own' inc. 
Hationl/ 26 Mwrtgzir 2p pesrell Mwehile he ilved, G6 

wiſhed to live entirely to him feff; a Hat it wis ver, 
indiffefenrrs kim hn, and Here, td how he died. 
che deſthate eondition however in hichhe lives; | 


b {To 


. 
* 


tne was . bench to ber i 


Befidè he ſuid, his daughter had ſeveral cileten 
bnd {6 mack nefedidinot fat rg quſet way of It 


Mid ben opel 40 he Udpredationsof a dior teig. | 


out of Ry Kue Wers comet Aniong other thinj 
his pewter-flaggom was ſtolen. Ft burt over his dr 
and eoimalngd alt hivHiiths feeubiiles, und piotniflory 


notes. He had however, with hivuſtal ſagadity, Plate 


His morey in ſuch late hende, that he had on ln oe. 
caſion to 106. 97 Fin ne t 8 2 199 


But amontz the petty thefts, which were e conidia 


in his houſe, was a robbery" bf u very ſerious nature, 


On the” day befbre Lymingtofl- air the old ian had | 
(about five guineas)- to 


received ſome intefeſt m 
purchaſe a fewhecefſaries.” sbeing probably known, 
two men, at midiight;/broRethto Inis houſe; His faften- 
ing indeed was only ſuch 26 f good hake might eafily 


diſlodge.” They ſoon entered; atid'oneof hem preſſing | 


a-bolſter” over his face, pinned kim down with "his 


knee; while the other ſought for the money, Which 
Was prefently found; I heard him ſpeak of the tranſ- 
action the next day; and his behaviour raĩſed him in 
my opinion. He ſpoke with the caution of an honeſt 


man, The thieves had a dark lantern, be ſaid, with 
they; and he thought he could fwear to one of them; 
but he durſt not venture it; where a man's life ind | 
charakter were concerned, . 


| bourho6d.)Midny little thefts; When he was watched 


| 


| 


ET | 
. 


6 
.V ; 


| 
* 
1 
1 


[| | | hadbeen taken up, it would moſt probably, have dif- 


N 
N 
BY 
4- 
b 


. 


IF 

HY commit a wicked action, than moſt men poſſeſs. It:is 
| | indeed leſs difficult to be induſtrious, and by _ 
| | envy to make a wicked action unneceſſar. | W 
. Notwithſtanding however the old man was thus fo 1 

j continued to live alone. As to any farther loſſes, 
1 be bad one way, he ſaid, of preventing them; and 


— E22 


8 2 


| | x ler econ debe — more 


probable, that the man, whom Baker ſuſpettad, was 
Zuilty. And indeed be himſelf. ſoon after confirmed 
the ſuſpicion ; for as the neighbours began more to 
talk of the thing, aud to lay facts together, he thought 
it prudent to leave the country,—Indeed! if; wicked 
men would only conſider before hand the many Cir- 
| eunftances; that lead o diſcovery ; and the almoſt 
| Impoſſib ility of providing againſt them all, they would 
be more cautious, on the mere principles of prudence, 


| | In committing any deſp&ate wickedneſs, Ong circum- 


Nance which tended to fix the ſuſpicion of the fact 
on this man, was, that, a child accidentally-mentioned 
* ſeen a eut · cheeſe in his houſe the day after the 
robbery, Baker had loſta cut-cheeſe; and it was well- 
known the man had no cheeſe in his houſebeſore, The 


other perſon top was fuſpefted.; but if either; of them 


covered both: for a knave cannot he. depeaded on. 
And indeed it is probable, that both would have been 
Aiſcovered, had it not been for the, old man's ſcru- 
ple. —1 mention all, theſe circumRtances,. to ſhew, 
that, in fact, it requires more care, and caution, to 


1 preyed on by wicked people, he Mill 


that was, to keep nothing about him, that was worth 


deine 1 e ron the old bolt upan his 
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dans and went to lep n his louchy collage as qui- 


etly, as if he had been in a caſtle. 

- Tho' he had now enough before him, he 8 
gil to live with his uſaaß. frugality. Many of his 
neighbours thought he might have indulged lus age a 
little more, as he had the means to do it; and as they 
themſelves probably would have done in the ſame cir- 
cumſtances ; by which they might have ſpent all they 
bad laid up for their old age, nox.knowing how long 


Cod might have lengthened out their lives. He lived 


however, as he had been accuſtomed to live, in the 
beſt of his days; for in many parts of his life he had 


bouſe, and good bread, which was his. common food, 


He uſed to brew alſo now and then a. buſhel of walt; 


ſo that he was ſeldom without a little caſk of beer. 
His garden produced him plenty of cabbages, which | 


Vas the only plant he reared: and every year he bought 


at Lymington fair, a fide. of bacon; a bit of which 
he would, no and then, put into bis pot with a 


cabbage. Freſh, meat he never taſted; nor were butter, 0 


and tea, among his necęſſaries. On this proviſion he | 


never had a day's ſickneſs; and even at thoſe times, 


when his food was leſs noupiſhing, he, was able to do | 


every thing; to which the ſtrength of man n | 
- Whatgan,the art of cookery. do more . 
He Was now near eighty; his limbs. % tay to fall; | 
aud he was ſuhje tt to rheumatic pair. 85 which ſeized his | 
rightleg;.and made exercile very troubleſome to him. | 


Noveithſtandioghowever thisinfirmity, and his living, 


a, mile from the church, he rarely miſſed taking a 
; painful walk. to ĩt ws ed mo W 
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4 
have been very bad to ok, And Gerke ib 
now become very deaf, he did not think even that a 
reaſon for keeping from church. What an example 
did he ſet to thoſe, who, tho” in perfect health, inſtead 
of maWig che ſabbath a day for obtaining inſtruction, 
and begging God's bleſſing on the*week, profane it 
by making it 4 day of paſtime, and often a day of 
drinking, and” other wickedneſs. He was conſtant 
.atfo at the ſacramént; which he always —— a 
EEE ee, Hagge 
x - was confined to kis bote aSGut5 figt” weeks 
he died! His illneſs was à mere decay ef 
440 Hin dete Twelled; and-*his! Conſtitutiotm 
Vas brake! up- "H&'now| ſibniitied-t6 have One 
body live in his*cottage With: Hit, Hewas preſſed ad 
Jend for x phyfician, as he Had the mans to pay him: 
| But he Was refolute àgaiüſt it. y pon cu u n 4 
dier, aid he? Yaubh vu tell" m af ance, . ch do out 
Sead. ur Trait «it good, Taub Yeu for” hin. c bus li, 
| duly hold Fife for a mint be galt hr giving ne y 
6 ao ben I eim Hake withah Nn fort, he Knew h 
e wiſhed th die With 45 Hitls ele 
e cbüldt r is 1545 νν,j¾uohi zn & bad n 
0 Ile kept his bed about tlfexdN G kne Ws Krfble 
50 the lalk. He ua f Eonh dh fe Paitr til be bore 
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induſtry: He died 5 y, 1 ac 
fung before his 

ied abe ene eikurcht erde 
nis grave. The thought Was new and the deec 
Ae of it had à gbd effect.. my 
| On his death his effolis amounted to about four 


Lorpfe, ab de was 


1 


it with that firmie eſs, and WanfHnefz, With Wich he 
Bl 58 wppotte al che härdddvies bf 4 cb tank liblof 
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6 hundred pounds. That a man, in the loweſt ſtation 
a with a conſtant attention to money, ſhould in the 
courſe of a long life, raiſe that ſum, or a greater, is not 
d || wonderful: bub that a man in the loweſt - ſtation, 
mould leave ſuch a ſum behind him, after diſcharging 
it all the offices of life with uprightneſs, and propriety, 
pf is ſuch an example of an , e ſpirit, and of 
at | ine ſdree of induſtry,and fxugality, as deſerves to be 
W | recorded for the benefit of others. The following 
» I deoverhisgravein Boldre church one 
d || wah moron flees lb M f . des- 

* | 


Au wth 11 eh gbems W 1 We fra N 5 
ene ed CWillian Baker; 1 "Sy N 
1 hole ind uſtry and frugality⸗ ; 1 T 
en vile W hoſe honeſty, and piety, e let 47 
1 ,om0L Were eng an example 
a +5 Tothis Pei i on ed 
e He was born in 171 ——5 
049 hos of And died in 791 5 * vt "om 5 


| Rin tHE Happineſs od religion: that al MHH Z nd, 
Po abid- neh, are guy able te Pleaſe God. Tue 


Avour of God—waiid that 10% People 6buld 4& little 
4 20 109: 611d belag gill I» * 438930 7 DANIELE) 


10 BI N. Ec R„I2 $ E. R M. O. Noc 
Mell. dhe; g du, and faithful fervent : Abou beg been faithful 
gaeh 19: feu hinge: j Il auill male thee ruler owt n 
Ubingie-ners lun ira alu jay of thy; Lord. MNT NU. 20: 


maybe 45/ncpeptible itt His Makers fight, as 
the ighie Ke nor u any mls Tervices ſo meunz ut 
be overlooked by his great Mater. Befor6chriftianity = 
indeed/#HeW were pt t6 Mink, Hat" ſuch only as had 
tHe pe Hul means: bf doing good, cbüd obtain the 


[| who has placed us in our ſeveral ſtations, and the 
loveſt of us ſhall be amongſtthoſe, to whom the text 
ds applied; Well dine, goa aud faithful ſervant : thou haft 
Seen faithful over a few' things; OT A ro vr 
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i to vieaſs wa But the goſpel informs ut, that God 
does not regard the adm without the heart, from which 
the action proceeds: and that the avilling mind, tho 


unaccompanied by the action, i is as pleaſing in God's 


ſight, as the a&ior itſelf. So that, you ſee, the rich and 


poor are all equally in God's favour. Let each of us 
only do his duty in his proper tation, as to the Lord, 


and net unto man that is, with a deſire to pleale od, 


b| | may things. Enter thou. into the jy of thy Lord. 


But now my brethren, among the aof . 


ö veral ſtations, there are ſome, which equally belong 
both to rich, an; poor: and there are ſome, which 


belong to one ſtation rather than the other,—Let me 
: explatty my meaning to you. ! 2 1 7 


Among theſe duties; a0 to benen may be 
_ reckoned thoſe duties, which we owe to God. love, 
truſt re berence, prayer, Such alſo are the duties of 
reading, and meditating or ſchipture—of obſerving 
the ſabbath of faith in our Redeemer of attending 
the Lord's ſupper. Such alſo are humility . honeſty 
dee ip ety. ont ¹⏑a)Z ur a4 far as wy Sh 
the care of our families other duties, that might 
be mentioned; / All theſc/ are equally required from 
the poor and rich; becauſe. * dal nen 
| them; as. well as the rich. a. 603 Ubi t320 

But there axe other duties which ae wot neee 
' required.) As the rich man abqunds in the. things of 
chief world, ib is; requited of bim ta be generous, ar. 
* gharitable ; becauſe God hath enabled him to be o. 
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whe 
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| t 18 9 | \ 
d | Bet as the-yodr man cannot be generous and charita: 
:h | ble, like the rich man; it 1s rather, ee of him 
o' } to be adi and frugal. 
I's - On the preſent occaſion 3 1 ſhall * 4 


nd duties of ndr, and fragality the ſubjett of my diſ- 
us courſe. I mention them together, becauſe. they muſt 
rd, Þ always keep company, to be of any uſe. Frugality can 


dd, do little without induftry : and indiſtq as little without 
the I fragality.—b ſhall give you the chief reaſons, which 
ſhould incline you to the praftice of theſe duties. 
In the firſt place, I would have you confider what 
the ſcripture ſays on this ſubject. It is. often touch- 
ed upon: but one of the moſt remarkable paſlages,. 
of wort, nether ſhould he eat : for cue hear there are ſaint" 
fl among you which walk djorderly; auorling wot at all. New ſuck, 
aye command, and er hort by our Lord Toſus Chrift, that with! 
quietneſs they "work, and cat their own breqd.— Now this: = 
command that we ſhould all eat pur '63pn bread, is plain 
ly founded on this reaſon, that nobody has a right (o 
eat, the bread, of others, if he. be able, to procure his 
Neun. —In ſome cales, no doubt the pariſh allowance; 
is a neceſſary relie as when. the father of a family, 
is taken off, while, his children are yet young-rer 
when a family perhapt is greatly yiſted by ſickneſ t 
or hen a family is uncommonly large. Bug how many! 
are there who ſhame fully run to the pariſh- for relief, 
without any neceſſity of this kind . Theſe: are people: 
who either want indufry. in providing fur their ſami-/ 
lies. or. Hagalitn, in not making the beſt uſe of what! 
they. provide. They frequent the /ale-hogſe ; or they! 
bend what, they have in good eating or in othet, 


16. 
dungs Wh ich EM: neceſſary, Let them alder 
directly they break a ſcripture command, by 4. 
ing ether men's bread for m_—_ and by beromiyg eh . 
able without mece ſſiy. 61; $6230/3T>Þ17 H 
It may beihoped, Melia a: ſdxipture- 
1 command may have ſufficient weight. However Þihalb 
endeaver to ſhew you, moré at large, om what vc 
eee neee 
in the firſt pluveꝶ how deſirabde is i to fee your, n 
little habitationz us cloan; neut, and well furniſhed cut 
an any of your neighbour -o feeyour children de- ta 
[[ | centlyclothed4tb/givetheni what little eduestien ve Th 
an- to haveithetioratight to ragd/"which may be 2 if the 
[| | comfott'to themigdubing” their Iives-Lio have them ea 
taught to ſpinyùnd ; wOK which may give them early dus 
habits vf dillgende: Butt all this cannbt be done with- lab 
out greät induſtry; und frugality in che parent —Y ow I bot 
{|| Have zchoicethergforebeforey8u; whether it is bet- 72 
* reer, eee eee eee king 
Wi Can—orto" le" way yeah dr ſpend'your : 
1 repo drinking vt Melhouſes? How often are the 
children of idle parefits Terit ch PGeronuſes, where 
their fachers Gr wrt viftedtupon them in all the 
| wietthednds}tiifery, and beglectywhidch the poor lit- 
nsſufferert are too often obliged to uifdergo. Much 
| have thoſe pareriib to ⁰ier Tor I have myſelf 
J's heard ſome of tbete dle parents alledge, that; us they 
| | raigloth&txſdnty thimſclves, they had b right to ſpend 
ie las theypleiſed Te tell Tuch people; that no man I Fs: 
has n father ritzhr t any thing, which God has given 
| || , chan t müke a proper tle of it; would be to f . 
mme Purpoſes yet ſurely they” muſt be he forte ef eu 
dae, chat if diy thitrry; und have families, their * 


nels, and prophaneneſs, and ſab 


5 T5 


milies. ſhould be conſidered as a part of themſelves 3. 
and have ſurely : a right not only totheir maintenance z 


butt to the beſt ioftruftion, and care, their parents can 
beſtow, Who is the proper perſon t to take care of the 
children, but the parent ? Dy 
I would have you conſider farther, that dif, Ka 
frugality, are virtues which have a particular tendency 
to keep you out of the Way, of temptation, and miſ- 
chief. Where, think you, is lewdneſs,, and, drunken- 
els, bath- breaking, and 
curling, and ſwearing, and all other wickedneſs, beſt 
taught? Its belt | ſchool, I believe, is the ale-houſe. 
The devil tempts you to be idle firſt, and to love drink: 
then all wickedneſs, follows naturally, He cannot ſo 
eafily get hojd'of ; A Frugal, i indy ſtrious man, The i in- 
duſtrious man is ; otherwiſe employed. When the day's 
labour is over, he wiſhes for the night's 8 s reſt, Between 
both, he has hardly time to be wicked. believe, if 
you would look round your. acquainzances, you will 


find the po induſtrious, and the molt | fr gal PR | 


05 be * 7 tho beſt... Lon ei ie 6 10130 11 it 
15  Conhider farther, that indu ti, and frugality Ss 
your characters in the pariſh: and give youconſequence. 


You, are often inclined, to think " yourſelyes., of os 
conſequence than you really are, You ars often ready 


C a b #44 


to t take offence 


© 54 3 7 


ſhews yg you. wiſh to. Pre ſerve, , Your tC, haxzQers, But gu 
take the wrong way. It; is not beheying, yourlelyes of 


conſequence; or r defiring t to, op people's mouths, that 
th 
your peta 8 a AS, * Was 9 2 9ſt 


will give you credit with your n 


eighbours., Leap 


Oo 


As when 2 you h hear any little. Rory told of ; 
Yau 3 bay RIES! ink you do not de ſerve; tho” pro- 
bably th : 5 very ae All chis however 


18, , | 
' as you onght ; and you need . no > filnker ez care about 
"Foun characters. Honeſty, induſtry, and frugality will 
give character, and conſequence to the loweſt among 
you. He who ſupports himſelf by his own labour, is 
equal to any body. The richeſt man in the country is 
not more independent. While his idle neighbour, ab- 
Jet and baſe-minded, is pitifully going about begging . 
relief of a pariſh-officer ; he feels his own conſequence, 
Road is beholden only to his heavenly Maſter: he wants 
vo affiſtance, but God's bleſſing, and the uſe of his 
limbs: 425 e LOND en 17 
Laſtiy, 1 ſhould with you to confider, that indufty 
and Jragality are the beſt means of making you happy, 
I might ſay this with regard to the vert world (for all 
"virtues are generally more or lels linked together) 
but 1 am ſpeaking now only of the happineſs of this 
fe. With what pleaſure : maya poor 1 man look round 
him, and fee all his family out in the world, and I by 
"the bleſſing of God, doing well through his precepts, 
| and example; : and himſelf with ſome little matter 
| Rill before him, if God ſhould lengthen out his time 
a little longer? There a are many caſes, no doubt, where 
it is impoſſible, that” any thing can be ſaved: but 
in many families, even in this pariſh, l know, ſome⸗ 
ching might. If people would only ſave What they 
ſpend at ale-houſes,” or in things inneceſſary, ſome - 
„Wing might be laid by againſt a fit of ſickteſs! 
* or (if God mould bleſs them with health) againft old 
1 üge.— And is the pleaſure, think you, of ſotting at an 
-al&houfe equal 't to this comfortable independence? | 1 
* *knyw there are many who reaſon with themſelves, 
1 4 That if they ear maintain their families, while they aro 
"Well, * all * ar? when OT are lack, or old, 
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They next get into debt. 
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(49 )) 
the. pariſh is + obliget to maintain tem. It may be a 


perſon's misfortune to come to the pariſh ; but when 
a man in the prime of his ſtrength reghnt in this away, 1 


date take upon me to ſay, he is, at the bottom, an 
idle, good-for-nothing fellow ; and his reafoning is 


| only an excuſe for drinking, or ſome other extrava- 


gance, In general, ſuch people go on in a regular 
progreſs to ruin, At firſt they get a a love for liquor, 
They will fit whole days, and nights in ale-houſes, 
If they: have farms to ma- 
nage, their affairs go wrong. If they are labourers, 
their families want bread : their children are half- 
ſtarved, and half- naked. 1 need not point out theſo 
people to you; they point out themſelves. Vou ſee 
them loitering about the pariſh, languid wretches, 
with faces ſodden, pale, and dropſical, the objects 
equally of pity, and contempt.— Many, no doubt, fre- 
quent ſotting houſes; who have not yet gone this length: 
but they are in the high way towards it: let them take 
care in time : their ruin is coming on.— There is no real 
happineſs, my neighbours, you may depend upon it, 
in ſuch a life as this. However you may deenticed 
by the pleaſures of idleneſs and drinking, {which laſt 

is commonly the beginning of all miſchief), you may 

be aſſured, that all theſe things bring cheir bitter mo- 
ments; not only at lat, but conthuually and: tat nothing 
an make a man ſo happy; as living in his ſtation a4 
he ought, with honeſty, ſobriety, induſtry, and fru- 
zality. Ne man can live happily, who lives at the will, 


man to live, intlependent of others, n r N 
er he wiſhes th live himſelf. 


Suck was the life of our ee eee 


nd under the control of others) Theſe virtues all 


(962 ) ; 
ewhioſe rehains· le before wy. ſtation in life, yo i. 
know, was only that of acommon. day-labourer.; but, 
as far ag.Lrould judge, he ſer juſt ſuch an example in 
chat ſtation and behaved exactly, as he ought to have 
done. He had that generous independent ſpirit, which] 
IL have been recommending to you, that ſcorned io 
live upon the dabours of, others; and ſeemed to lay it 
don ad a principle from the beginning of his life, 
to be obliged, ander God, only to his own labour, 35 
this alone he bred up a large family, without: receiv- 
ing a-fipgle farthing from the pariſh, But this could 
not haverhoen done yithout groat induſtry, and fry- "I 
Balitys:o Hei worked hard; he lived, hard: denying 1 
himſelf every indulgence in eating and drinking, chat 
_ he'might not be a burden to others. When his fa 
mily was lf his hands, he ihought, for the ſamę res · 
| Jon, it was proper for him to lay up alittle for his old I zu, 
age. While che cd, thereforey he continaed! ſtill to ff, © 
| work and:liyed in the ſame ard manner which wa L. 
now, betome quite eaſy; and habitdal 40 him —lN Þ 
pleaſed God to bleſs his labouei he laid: up ſo much 
q as. maintai ved: hin, during bis old age. und he ha : 
left ſomething; behind hum, to be a comfart to his Il 
children, if they make a right iuſe of it. „He never. 
audbs ſaid to beſwholly paſt his labour. Till with. 
4 in a few: Nes, of his death, he every day-worked a 
| 'littlej-afidiit became an agreeable amuſement to him pelt 
He had, all his life, been duſed to lahorious working 
Maya time, I haue heard him ſay, that, itgoneral | 
| Lbourers nom didinot d nh What it was td work: and 1 
I have heard others · ay arho ke vim beten than M r. 
did, that he would havę dene as much in one day; 2 
1 eee 150 10 rde W260. 
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11 habe heard ſome of his neighbours tax ah with 
being a miſer; and covetous; and fay, that as he might 
bave lived more comſottably i in his old age, his hard 
living could be owingz only to a covetous temper. He 
might, it is true, have lived more comfortable in his N 
old age, as they may think, who accuſe him and who ' 
are fonder of indulgenee than he) was: but he could not / 


(6 2120 


have lived more comſortably to himſelf, than he did: 25 


and I am pet ſuaded no man had ever leſs of the miſeri in i 


bis heart. But let me defend the character of my good 

old neighbour in this particular : let me ſhe you the 

difference between his temper, and that of a miſer. 
A miſer hoards money for its ewn ſale. He does not 


* 
conſider the uſe it is to anſwer; nor indeed puts it” 


to any uſe at all. Hoarding it up is all he has in view. 
"He loves money, You remember an'inflance of a perſon, / 
not many years ago in this pariſh; who expired graſp- 
ing his purſe, under his bed- clothes, to his heart. Per- 

haps he meant to ſecure it, if he ſhould retover: but 
it plainly appeared to be his firſt care; and if any 


[ſhould charge him with a love of ny? 1 ſhould not” 


Know how to defend him. 3 5 ey ah | 
With covetoufneſs; or a love of money, there i is 


knavery. If he who' lever noney do not openly cheat, 
he has many ways of praftiſing little under-hand, dirty 
incks, which an unpright man would hajdly call ho- 
reſt. —I give you the beſt {ide of him, for the miſer 
is generally a very wicked character. The 2poſtle in- | 
deed tells us, that the love of munch '*: the bet of all eel,” 

Had our worthy, deccaſed neighbour, thele: figns' 


| If amiſer about Him? As to his integrity; 75 dafe take 


* me to lay, a more vpright, _ man never 


ben mixed indeed, 1 believe generally, Aa JR 8 


ol one action in the whole, long life of our deceaſed 


pears.— Ho ſhould there? There was no ſoundation 
for it. He had no love for money, merely for its own 
ſake; but as it might be the means of carrying him in- 

dependently \ to the end of his life and if. he did not 
| ſpend it all, that the remainder might be of ſome little 

uſe to his family. Ihave known him to do what, i in his 
_ circumſtances were. even, generous things. Where he 


freely. He lived hard indeed: but whom. did. that 
hurt ? It enabled him to do. many a kind thing: but 
nobody ever ſuffered from: it, but himſelf. It is not 
is ing harq—it is not /aying up money, that makes a man 


-hard—it i is the intention with which he lays up mo- 
ney. Our late neighbour's intention was merely hat 
of an independent ſpirit, Which could not bear to be 
ſupported by other people's. labour. He lived hard 
| himſelf, leſt, if he had indulged bimſelf, he ſhould af- 

terwards have been obliged to live on the labours of 
others. And is there any thing i in this like a love 
for money? He had no love for money, that interfered, 
| I dare take upon me to ſay, with any one duty that 
4 belonged to his ſtation.— How little he valued it for 
its own ſake, 1 had many opportunities of ſecing, a3 i 
| moſt of his money paſſed, through, wy hands, ee 


(5 2 ) 


lived, Many. diſhoneſt praRtices,.. I have beard of in 


the pariſh——many little knaviſh, aricky, I have ſeen, 
to take advantages, and get money; but I never heard 


neighbour, that was not fair, and honeſt, and uprightin 
the higheſt degree: and I doubt not, but you can all join 


with me in bearing this teſtimony. So farthen you will 
allow, that nothing of the temper of a miſer yet ap- 


thought it neceſſary to ſpend his money, he. ſpent it 


a. miſer ; but it is the i intention, with Which he lives 


44 OE EO 
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5 years ago, you remember his houſe wen open; : 

. he mentioned his loſs to me, not like a miſer; 7 but as 

4 far as his money was concerned, with chriſtian indif- 

d ference. His chief / diſtreſs was for thoſe, Who had 

a done the deed. To him, he ſaid, they had done little 

in injury. By the bleſſing of God, he doubted not but 

ll ve had enough to ſupport him, while be lived: —— 

* it was owing, I believe, moreito his lenity, and fcru- 

Mm ples, than to the want of evidence, that the thieves 

DN I were not convicted. So far from, baving ahy thing - 

in- covetous about him, he appeared always to me en- 
not tirely diſengaged from all Worldly thoughts; ſtrongly 

Ale impreſſed with a ſenſe of religion ; and ready to leave - 

his all behind him with the utmaſt indifference; and be- 
he gin his great journey to eternity at a moments warn 
. ing, whenever it ſhould pleaſe God to call him. He 
that W ſed to talk of death, juſt as he would of one of i the - 

q but commoneſt events of life 4 and left with me a fem 
not ¶ directions about carrying his body to the grave, with 
man Was much indifference as a farmer would give directi- 
lives ons about carrying a load of corn to his barern. 
mo- Taus, through a very long life he paſſed innocently, | of 
7 that religiouſly, inoffenſively, and quietly to that grave, to 
to be which we now conſign him. Let me earneſtly exhort 
as all you, who this day follow his corpſe thither, to fol- 
11d al- 


low alſo his example—that, when it becomes your * 

turn to be brought dead into the church, your neigb- 
bours may point out your example, as they may his, for 

rſercd, others to follow; and apply to you, as I hope we may 
th juſtice apply t to him, Well done, good and foie 

x, thou haft been faithful over 4 few things, 1 wilt 

« thee _ ever oy os . We te jr * 

2 L. 5 1 
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